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Preface to the Second Edition 

Gynecologic and obstetric pathology is a subspecialty of pathology in constant 
dynamic evolution, as our understanding of various disease processes improve 
over time. Sophisticated technological advances increasingly aid in defining 
the molecular basis of some diseases, in clarifying the classification and 
diagnostic criteria for others, and for uncovering genotypes and other molec-
ular profiles that may directly impact patient care. Nonetheless, diagnostic 
obstetric and gynecologic pathology remain centered on “traditional” tech-
niques, inclusive of careful clinicopathologic correlation, gross examination, 
and detailed microscopic examination of cells and tissues, buttressed by 
immunophenotypic analysis where necessary. 

This book is envisioned as a bench or scope side reference that summarizes 
the current state of diagnostic gynecologic and obstetric pathology, inclusive 
of both neoplastic and non-neoplastic diseases. It emphasizes practical diag-
nostic issues that are likely to affect day-to-day decision making by practi-
tioners, while also discussing recent advances in diagnosis and pathogenesis. 
An overt effort has been made to present information in a concise and narrative 
manner to facilitate easy accessibility to practicing pathologists, trainees, 
clinicians, students, and biomedical researchers. 

The second edition of Gynecologic and Obstetric Pathology provides 
updated and more expansive coverage than the first edition. This new edition 
features 52 chapters contributed by a distinguished panel of over 50 patholo-
gists from around the world. The content is organized into nine major sections: 
Development and Genetics, Pathology of the Vulva and Vagina, Pathology of 
the Cervix, Endometrial and Uterine Pathology, Pathology of the Fallopian 
Tube and Ovary, Pathology of the Peritoneum, Broad Ligament and Endome-
triosis, Pathology of Gestational Trophoblastic Diseases, Frozen 
Section Diagnosis, and Cytopathology. 

The expanded number of chapters allows for a more detailed exploration of 
traditionally underrepresented areas, such as assessment of residual endome-
trial hyperplasia after progestin therapy, vulvar melanocytic lesions, or molec-
ular classification of endometrial carcinoma, all of which are now addressed as 
stand-alone chapters. Each chapter discusses traditional pathologic features, 
clinical correlations, and, where applicable, current paradigms in disease 
classification. Microscopic findings are lavishly illustrated, and numerous 
tables summarize pertinent points for easy reference.
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vi Preface to the Second Edition

The second edition of this book has been selected for inclusion in the Major 
Reference Works category within the Springer medical publication series. This 
recognition likely stems from the popularity and strong reception of the first 
edition, reflecting its practical value and relevance for a wide audience. 

The editors are tremendously grateful to the dedicated physicians whose 
expertise and commitment to excellence made this work possible. We are 
hopeful that the second edition of Gynecologic and Obstetric Pathology 
continues to serve as an invaluable resource to all who study and practice 
pathology of the female genital tract. 

Dallas, TX, USA Wenxin Zheng, MD 
San Diego, CA, USA Oluwole Fadare, MD 
Little Rock, AR, USA Charles Matthew Quick, MD 
May 2025
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